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How to daſh wide the Billow ; nor look on, 
Shamefully paffive, while Batavian Fleets 
Defraud us of the glittering finny Swarms, 
That heave ourFirths, and crowd upon our 


How all-enlivening Trade to rouſe, and wing, 


. 
ou 


The proſperous Sail from every growin 8 Port, 


Unchalleng d, round the ſea - incircled 
And thus, in Soul united as in Name, 
Bid Britain reign the Miſtreſs of the Deep. 
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E: E T T E R, Se. 


SIR, 
H E Fiſhery was my firſt Miſtreſs 


in Trade; I courted her ſeveral 

Years with great Aſſiduity, and at 
conſiderable Expence ; at laſt I found ſhe 
was not to be gained, without ſome more 
powerful Aids, which I endeavoured to ob- 
tain, but in vain; then I mourned my 
Misfortune, yet ſtill retained my Love for, 
and Admiration of her. 


But, to leave Metaphors, I may venture, 
Sir, to affirm, that the truly public Spirit 
which you and other Gentlemen of the 
ON B Ho- 


_— 


[2] 

Flonourable Houſe of Commons have ſhewn, 
and the great 'Trouble you have taken, in 
enquiring into, promoting and eftabliſhing 
the Fiſheries, and the juſt Senſe of their Im- 
portance, which was teſtified by that Ho- 
nourable Houſe in .general, and by ſeveral 
| Perſons of great Eminence in particular, 
who expreſſed their Sentiments on that Oc- 
caſion, have given the greateſt Satisfaction 
to the Public; and tho' the moſt conſide- 
rable Branch, vig. the Herring and Cod- 
Fiſhery, was for want of Time for due 
Conſideration poſtponed to the next Seſſion 
of Parliament ; yet the previous Steps then 
ſo unanimouſly taken, and the Alacrity that 
manifeſted itſelf to reſcue this Source of 
Wealth from the Incroachments of our 
Neighbours, are at leaſt an Earneſt of what 
may be hoped from the Britiſb Parliament, 
upon an Occaſion of ſuch Importance. 


In Dependance on theſe promiſing Ap- 
pearances, I have endeavoured to contribute 
my Mite to the public Utility, by making 
a Circuit of above 1200 Miles, in order to 
get further Lights upon the Subject of the 
Fiſheries: Which I have executed to the 
beſt of my Ability, fince I had the Honour 


of ſeeing you after the Cloſe of the laſt 
Seſſion of Parliament, 


What 


131 


What has ocoithcd worthy of Obſerva- 
tion, I have thrown together in this Letter, 

which I have the Honour to addreſs to 
you, as well, to aſſiſt your own laudable 
Zeal, as that of other Patriots, in forming 
proper Ideas of the Matter, and” a Scheme 
for the Execution of this fivoutite Under- 


taking. 


I ſhall not waſte Time in obſerving on 
the immenſe Wealth that a neighbouring 
Nation has acquired from the Fiſhery, the 
Riſe and Decay of it, and the Probability 
of its being revived ; theſe Topicks hav- 

ing been ſufficiently explained in the laſt. 
Seffion, to the Honourable Committee, and 
by a late ingenious Pamphlet, The Wealth of 
Great-Britain in the Ocean; I ſhall onl 
take Notice, that the Dutch, with all their 
Induſtry, cannot avail themſelves of thoſe 
Advantages which Providence tenders to ug: 
Our Coaſt, from Zelland ſouthwards to the. 5 
—_ of Yarmouth, unfrequented by us, 

y be called chejr Herring- Pond; yet it 
affords them but one String to their Bow, 
and ſometimes fails them, and nevertheleſs. 


4 
— 


they have drawn ſuch Treaſures from thence a 85 


as to enable the States to aſſume to them- 
ſelves the Title of High and Mighty, On the 


other Hand, we have many Strings tr > 
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| 
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be God's Will to continue with us this great 


141 
Bow; many Avenues are open to us which 
cannot fail, though hitherto by ſome F atality 
 over-looked,; the Truth of which will ap- 
pear from what follows. 


Being at Findern, in the Month of Au- 


guſt laſt, with Mr: Frigg, the Truſtees Sur- 
veyor for Fiſhing in the Northern Parts, he 


gave me the following Letter from his De- 
puty in the Highlands, which he had re- 


ceceived ſome Time before: 


Inver, June 26, 1749. 

* IR, 
5 E RE is a; veſſel from the Lewes 
here, that gives a great Account of 
Heryings at Locli- Rogue, where they ſwim- 


ed laſt Vear, and; there is a very good Ap- 


pearance on the, Main- land-Coaſt; for they 


are catching Hersings more than they and 


+ the, Neighbourhood that are at Pan Diſ- 
.. tance from the Sea can conſume, and could 
catch many more all along the Coaſt from 


2 Wreath to Lochow, if they had En- 


agement, and were well equipped with 
Fiſhin: Materials. Of this I thought pro- 


of to aq uaint you, that you might inform 


accordingly, in order to encourage ſome of 
the Herring: mongers to call at ſome of our 
Lochs on the main Land, in caſe it may 


and 


[5] 


and general Bleſſing, which we have not had 
in ſuch Plenty theſe twelve Years. I ſhall 
not fail to inform you and Bailie Frazer, 
from Time to Time, of the Fiſhing, where 
and how they ſwim. 7 am, &c, 


Signed, Neil Campbell. 


Loch-Rogue lies at the Back of Lewis- 
Hand, next to the great Weſtern Ocean, 
which was not in uſe to be tried for Fiſn- 
ing; but it appears from this Letter that 
Herrings are there in great Quantities, and 
ſo early as the Month of June; which 
confirms me in the Opinion I always had, 
that the Herrings came from the Weſtern 
Ocean, and that the Shoals divided them- 
ſelves by Zetland, Orkney, and the Weſtern 
Iſlands; from the ſouth End of which to the 
North of Ireland is about thirty Leagues, 
which is the Door that lets them into Chde, 
Loch-Fin, and the 1r:/h Channel, at which 
Openihg they may eaſily be caught early by 
Buſſes. 


| At Fochabers, Mr. Gordon, a great Dealer 
in Salmon, told me that he believed the 
Herrings were every Year in the Murray- 
Firth, and the adjoining Coaſt; for in the 
Month of Auguſt the Salmon had always 
Herring in their Bellies : Then they, the Sal- 
mon, abandoned the Rivers, and went to 


3 Sea 
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Sea " their Herring-Fiſhing, upon which 


they feed. Alſo ſome Sea-Fowis, that uſual- 
ly follow Herrings, are generally ſeen there 
in the Murray- Firth and the Firth of Forth , 


in which laſt mentioned Place they had a 


few Days Herring-Fiſhing laſt Auguſt, near 
Anſtruther, and cured about fix or ſeven 
hundred Barrels for Export, part of which 


were ſhipped off for St. Lucer and Cadiz. 


And they would have probably had much 
greater Quantities farther out from the 


Shore, agreeable to the Information of Pe- 
2 Sligb, Fiſherman in Fiſber- Ros , who 
fps, That in Auguſt 1748, he was fiſhing 
white Fiſh to the Eaſtward of the 


Iſland of May, where he ſaw about fifty 


Dutch Buſſcs fiſhing Herrings, which were 


then in ſuch Plenty, that they got their 
Loadings in a few Days; and this was with- 
in the River or Firth of Forth, 


But I was informed, that at Anftruther, 
and the neighbouring Towns upon that 
Coaſt, they Pad not above 1500 Buſhels of 
Salt, and ſcarce forty Laſts of Barrels, in 


| lore, 


Laſt Year they had great Plenty of Her- 
rings at Air, in the Weſt of Scotland; they 
filled a!l the Barrels and Caſks they could 


get, uſed all their Salt, and till the Herrings 
con- 


continued, but for want of Stores they could 
fiſh no more, Thus it appears we have ſe⸗ 
veral Strings to our Bow ; and if r 
was made at different Places, and 

Buſſes and Veſſels ſent to ſearch foes the 


Herrings, we might be morally certain of 
a good Fiſhing every Year. 


The Dutch have had dis laſt Seaſon in 
our Harbours, and upon our Coaſt, only 
206 Sail of Buſſes, with three Hoſpital or 
Guard-Ships, and a proportionable Number 
of Jagers or Tenders: There were 136 
from the Maes, and 70 from Enkbufon. 


But the French Nation, ever watchful to 
take all Opportunities of making Advantages 
to herſelf, either in War or Peace, now the 
latter is happily eſtabliſhed, is moſt ſolli- 
citous and induſtrious to improve it ſo as 
to be in a Condition to renew the War when 
a favourable Opportunity ſhall offer. Na- 
vigation and a Navy to cope with Britain 
is all ſhe wants; and I pray ſhe may ever 
want it, and that we may at leaſt be equally 
induſtrious - and ſollicitous to improve our 
better Situation for that Purpoſe. She. has 
not only laid a very heavy Duty on Barrel- 
Cod, equal to a Prohibition, which has 
obliged the Dutch to reduce the Number 
of their Doggers, * alſo thinks herſelf e- 


qually 
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qually entitled with them to oe a Share ” 
our: Herrings ; and has been ſo alert and 
vigilant, . as to | have ſeveral. Herring-Buſſes 
from Dunlirł in Braſſa Sound in Zetland 
this laſt Seaſon, and theſe were commanded 
by Captains of Priyateers ; ſo that upon a 
new War, they will be well acquainted on 
the N orth Coaſt + Mattias  Vanfirake was 
the Commodore ; and the Merchant in Dun- 
kirk, wrote to a Gentleman of Lerwick in 
Zetland, that he woald ſend ſome more 
Bufles, and recommend them to. him next 
Seaſon ; and defired he would advance them 
Neceflaries, for which he would pay him, 
and for his Trouble, But it is inform'd, 
that the above Duty on Cod is lately ſuſ- 

pended, until a new Tariff be made with 
— Dutch. Alſo there were | laſt Seaſon in 
Zetland ſome Buſſes from Sweden at the 
Herting-Fiſhing, who were not formerly in 
uſe to come Hiker. 


ne 35 not heſitate long about a 
Matter that is ſo evidently beneficial as 
our Fiſhery; though, perhaps, it was ima- 
gin d formerly, and may be the Reaſon 
they did not then attempt it, that we ſhould 
have moved in it ourſelves. And indeed in 
almoſt all Reigns, and in our Time, there 
have been ſeveral Attempts made toötrard' 
ſuch an happy Event; but for what Reaſon 


1 | none 


528 
90 


none of them. have been made effectual, I 
am at a Tol to' determine. I remember 
an. Attempt that was made about fifteen 
Years ago, which was | countenanctd by ſe- 
veral Gentlemen of Fortune and Honour, 
particularly by Sir William Chapman, Sir Jo- 
ſepb Eyles, and Me. Hearbebt, Hf. and yet it 
came to nothing, for Want of that Encou- 
ragement which the Public only can Beſtow. 
The Reaſons why ſuch Encouragements have 
not hitherto been obtained, might poſſibly 
be beſt paſt over in Silence, eſpecially as it 
is greatly hoped they ſhall ' no longer pre- 
vail : But as they happen to be touched up- 
on by a late eminent Writer, 'in an original 
Letter, which he wrote to a Gentleman who 
was concerned in the laſt mentioned At- 
tempt, and who being diſcouraged by the 
little Regard ſhewn here at that Time to a 
Matter of ſuch national Conſequence, had 
wrote to that eminent Perſon, moving him 
to eſpouſe the like Project in Ireland, I can- 
not help troubling you with a Tranſcript of 
it. I dare fay I need make no Apology for 
reſcuing any Piece from Obſcurity, that 
claims no leis a Perſon for its Author than 
the late Dean Suiyt, were it lefs appoſite 
to the Subject ; I ſhall therefore give it you 
without the leaſt Alteration, though in ſome 
Particulars I think he goes too great Lengths. 


| Dublin, 
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ou my hearty y Thanks fer your Let- 
ter 2 Diſcourſe FE »" the Fiſhery ; you 
diſcoyer in both à tree Flow! of your Coun- 
try, and (except your Civilities to th) a very 
dg ood Judgment, good Wiſhes to this ruin- 
el Kingdom, anc a" perfect Knowledge of 
the 7 5 ject you treat: But as you are more 


8 10 ge. T, and conſequentiy much 
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or 10 tions are apt to make me 
Nee vhich y you pru- 

den N70 N is inc 1 degan a think, 
ny kin at the Folly of England, in 
ſuffering the Nutch th paye almoſt the whole 
Advaniat Fiſhery"! juſt under our 
Noſes. 1 aft Lord e me, he 
Was, 'Gavthor of a Caſtle 1 Scotland, near 
15 the” Dutch” uſed te He {ent to 
15 in a evil Miyner, to deſirk they would 
him ſome 'Fith," Which they brutiſhly 
refuſed; e n He ordered” three or 
four Cation RY diſtharped: from the 
Ciftle, (for Wh oats were in Reach of 
the Not) and imitiediately- they ſeit him 
mare than he wanted. The Duh are like 
a Knot of Sharpers among a Parcel of ho- 
neſt Gentlemen who think they underſtand 
Play, and are Bubled of rhiir Nouey. 5 
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1 love them for the Y-ove they hae, to 
their Country, Which, however, is.n0. 0 | 


tue in them, becauſe. it is their private Int 
reſt, which is irectly trar . p 
n the Queen's Time, I did often. preſs 125 

d Treaſurer Oxfard, a® others of the 
Ministry, upon this very Subject; but the 
Anſwer was, We mult not offend the Dutch; 
who were at that very Time oppteſſing us 
in all our Steps towards a Peace. I, laught 
to ſee the Zeal that Miniſtry. had about the 
Fiſhing of New/eund/and (I think) while no 
Care Was taken againſt the Dutch fiſhing 


juſt at our Doors. As to my native Coun- 
try, . it) J happened 18 by 
a perfect Aceident to be born here, my 
Mother being left here from returning to 
her Houſe at Leice , an 1 was a car 
old before I Was ſent to England; thus I 


* - 


am A, Teague, and an Ir 1/bma A, OI what Peo- 
ple pleaſe, although the beſt. Part of my 
Life was in England. , What I did for this 
Country was from: perfect Hated of Tyrany 
and Oppreſſion, for which I had a Procla- 
mation againſt me of 300 J. which my old 
Friend, my Lord Carteret, was forced to 
conſent to, the very firſt or ſecond Night 
of his Arrival hither. The Crime was that 
of writing againſt the Project of one Mood, 
an Ironmonger, to coin One hundred and 

C 2 eight 


(:12, ) 
eight thouſand Pounds in Halfpence, no 
worth a ſixth Part of the Money; which 
was laid before the People in bt plain a 
Manner, that they all tefuſed it, and ſo the 
Nation was . from immediate Ruin. 
I have done ſome ſmall Services to this King- 
dom, but I can do no more: I have too 
many Vears upon me, and have too much 
Sickneſs. I am out of Favour at Court, 
where I was well received during two Sam- 
mers fix and feven Yeats ago. The govern- 
ing People here do not love me; for as cor- 
rupt as England is, it is an Habitation of 
Saints in Compariſon of Ireland. We are 
all Slaves and Knaves and Fools, and all but 
Biſhops and People in, Employments Beggars. 
The Caſh of Ireland does not amount to 
Two hundred thouſand Pounds. The few 
honeſt Men amongſt us are dead-hearted, 
poor, and out of Favour and Power. I 
talked to two or three Gentlemen of this 
Houſe of Commons now fi!ting here, men- 
tioned your Scheme, ſhewed how very ad- 
vantageous it would be to Ireland ; they a- 
greed with me; but ſaid, that if ſuch a 
Thing were propoſed, the Members would 
all go out, as a Thing they had no Con- 
cern in. I believe the People of Lapland, 
or the Hottentots, are not fo miſerable a 
People as we ; for Oppreſſion ſupported by 
Power will infallibly introduce laviſh Prin- 
ciples. 


13) 

ciples. I am afraid that even in England 
your Propoſal will come to nothing; Ne 
is not Virtue enough left among 3 
If your Scheme ſhould paſs into a Law, 
will become a Jobb; your ſanguine Tem- 
per will cool, Rogues will be the Gainers; 
Party and Faction will intermingle, and de- 
feat the moſt eſſential Parts of the whole 
Deſign ; Standing- Armies in Time of Peace, 
Projects of Exciſe, and Bribing- Elections, 
are all you are like to be employed in; not 
forgetting Septennial Parliaments, directly a- 
gainſt the old Whig - Principles, which N 
have been mine. 

A Gentlumati of this Nasen about 
three Vears ago, joined with ſome others 
in a Fiſhery, here in the Northern Parts; 
they advanced only Two · hundred Pounds 
by Way of Trial; they got Men from Ork- 
ney to cure the Fiſh, who underſtood it well 
but the vulgar Folks of Treland are ſo lazy 
and ſo knaviſh, that it turned to no Account, 
nor would any body join with them, and 
ſo the Matter fell, and they loſt two Thirds 


of their Money. Oppreſſed Beggars are al- 


ways Knaves, and I beli-ve there are hardly 
any other among us; they had rather gain 
a Shilling by Knavery, t than five Pound by 


honeſt Dealing. They loſt 300 J. a Year 


for ever, in the Time of the Plague, at 
| Mar ſeilles, 
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Mills, pen the Spaniards would have 
baygh Ry ch ir, Lianen from Ireland; but 

r6havts 88 


the. Weavers: ſent over 
ach abomihabl 


eyhinnen, that i K Was all re- 

Fee back, and fold; for a fourth Part 

ue. Thijs QU Condition, which vou 

wann plealgeto pity, hat neyer can mend. I 

5 good Suceels With all my Heart. I 

ways loved good Projects, but bave 
e found Rr to miſery, 


: 2 423 1 am, Sir,” 
"WI ki true Eſteem for your yood 1 Intenti ons, 
uur. moſt” obedient humble Servant. 


p. S. T would ſubſcribe my Name, i 
T had not a 1 bad one, ſo ' leave you 
to gueſs it. can be of any Service to 
you 110 this Ste 1 ſhalt b glad you 
will employ mme. 


So far the Dean. And though I do not 
concur with him in all his Notions, yet he 
ſeems right in the wain ; it being notorious 
that this moſt valuable Branch of Commerce 
has been the Object of public Attention at 
different Times, but . by ſome * 
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(15) 1 
lity came to nothing. However, now ſeems 
to be the happy ra for attaining thoſe 
Bleſſings; and ing ben diffuſed am 


us: For at the Cloſe of an expenſive ex- 


hauſting War, his Majeſty; fröm bis wiſe 


paternal Care for his Subjects Felicity, took, 
the Lead. by the laſt Seſßon of 
Parliament with a moſt gracious Speech from 
the Throne, recommending the Improye- 
ment of Commerce; and agreeable thereto, 
the Parliament has done more that Way 
than was ever known in any one Seſſion: To 
which add, the Public Spirit exerted in the 
City of London, and other Places, to co- 
operate for the public Good, as appears by 
the City's Petition to the Honourable Houſe 
of Commons for a Fiſhery ; ſo that the 
King, Lords and Cena oF wit þ 0 —— 


of the Peo le, 1 Bu lit. 
to prom, f this. gr EN. 50 12 
0 


to be a Fe Certiithy 


1 
maugre all the Intrigues ad Ary 58 oh our 
Adverſaries, pr ages 


The Toe. of the Merchants apd Fra- 


ders of Tongon. mentions the Benefit that 
Would accrue to this united; Kingdom from 
the k e . 
eiviſizi ajeſty's uDJc 

ET: ; the Vent, c our Staple Ma- 


nufactures, 


(66) 
nufactures, the multiplying of our Seamen, 
the Employment of a vaſt Number of in- 
duſtrious and otherways helpleſs Poor, the 
leſſening the parochial an public Taxes, 
and improving. the national Wealth. 


The fiſt of theſe Articles, I fear, is not 
ſo much attended to as it deſerves Dan- 
ers that are paſt, gr at a Diſtance, ſeldom 
ma e ſuch Impreſſions as are requiſite to 
guard againſt them in Time; though it is 
certainly more expedient to prevent Dangers 
than to encounter them. Every body re- 
members during the Courſe of the late un- 
natural Rebellion, that when the News of 
the Rebels being at Derby reached London, 
Which happened upon a Friday, tho the 
Rebels were but a ſmall Body of Men, and 
irregular, yet their Approach occaſioned no 
ſmall Confuſion and Conſternation in the 
City, of which I was an Eye- witneſs; in- 
ſomuch, that after his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke had obliged them to retreat, that Day 
was called the Black Friday. Now to pre- 
vent any ſuch Day for the future, it would 
ſcem worthy of our Regard to uſe all ſuch 
Means as might render the Highlanders loy- 
al and uſeful Subjects. They are very ca- 
' pabie of Induſtry; 1 can fay ſo from my 
own proper Knowledge, having had a Fa- 


mily at the Mines in Argyllſbire of no 2 
than 


than fifteen hundred Men, Women and 
Children, for which I was, obliged to pro- 
vide both Food and , Cloathing ; a very 
troubleſome Taſk with ſuch a Mixture of 
unruly People: They were partly compoſed 
of Welſh, Corniſh, Iriſh, Flemiſh, Derby- 
ſhire Men and Low- country Scots; but the 
far greater Number were Highlanders, who 
were ſo apt to learn the Art of Mining, 
Waſhing, Dreſſing, and Smelting of Ores, 
that they ſoon became as expert in f 
Way, as any that came from the minera 
ountries. 


| When the Rebellion was happily extin- 
guiſhed, ſome good Laws were made for 
the better Government of the Highlands 
and other Laws were ſpoke of for farther 
improving and civilizing of the Highlanders, 
which is very practicable: And thinking it 
every one $ Duty to. ſuggeſt any thing that 
might poſſibly tend to the public Good, I 

ö 9 the Liberty to offer my Thoughts up- 
on that Head, in the Faceb/te Fournals of 
March and April 1748, chiefly recommend- 

| ing ſuch Methods as occurred to me for im 
proving the Highlands, by erecting Town- 

| thips in proper Places, particularly upon the 
Lakes, Arms and Bays of the Sea, with 
Immunities, Privileges, and Encouragements 
for induſtrious People to reſort thither, who 
D might 


— 


* 
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might be employed to Advantage. in the 


Fiſhery, Mining, and other uſeful and pro- 
fitable Labour, with Independance and Se- 
curity : I conſider this as the moſt effectual 
Means to introduce an Independance in that 
Country, and for that and other Reaſons 
would ſtill. wiſh to ſee ſuch a Regulation 
eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament. 


But to return to our Subject; I will now 
trouble you with my Thoughts as to the 
practical Part and Execution of our fiſhing 
with Buſſes. The firſt Staple, or Place for 
Stores and Neceſſaries, I would recommend, 
is Lerwick or Braſa Sound in Zetland : It is 
a fine ſpacious Bay, where the whole Britiſb 
Navy might ride with Safety. Here the 
Dutch make the firſt annual Rendezvous, 
and begin fiſhing on St. John's Day, or the 
24th of June, N. S. and go gradually ſouth- 
ward along the Coaſt of Scotland and Eng- 
land, till they come to the Banks of Yar- 
mouth in September, Theſe Iſlands of Zel- 
land lie North and South, and ſtretch from 
Latitude 60 to 61. The Number of In- 
habitants are reckoned about Fourteen thou- 
fand, almoſt all of them employed in fiſh- 
ing Cod, Ling, and Tuſk, which laſt is a 
moſt delicious Fiſh, is ſomewhat like a ſmall 
Cod, but ſhorter, thicker and fatter ; 1s 
cured in the ſame Way as Cod, and 1s pe- 
| cular 
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culiar to theſe Iſlands. In the Orkney Iſlands 
are many more Inhabitants, and many of 
them are employed in Fiſhing. Or#zey and 
Zetland may ſpare Hands for manning a 
hundred Buſſes, which may be firſt employ- 
ed in the Cod, Ling and Tuſk-Fiſhiog, a- 
bout the Iſlands of Zetland, and to the 
North-Weſt, from the Middle of January 
till the Middle of May, when they muſt 
return to Braſa Sound, and prepare for the 
Herrings the Beginning of June. The Cod, 
Ling and Tuſk, are beſt and plentieſt in the 
Beginning of the Vear; but it being then 
generally very ſtormy, the Veſſels cannot al- 
ways keep the Sea; but as they have Sea- 
Room, or Hacbours, there is little Dan- 
ger, 


The next Staple for Stores and Neceſſaries 
upon the Eaſt Side of Scotland, might be at 
Peterhead, Aberdeen, Stonehaven, or Mon- 
troſe; but rather the firſt, as it is the moſt 
eaſterly Point of main Land in Scotland, and 
Herrings and Cod are in great Plenty in their 
Seaſons off this Headland : Beſides, there 
are two Harbours at Peterhead, the one 
North and the other South, capable of be- 
ing united in one, and made capacious, with 
twenty Foot Water. This would not only 
be a good Situation for a Staple, as the Fiſh- 
ing lies both to the North and South of it, 
os D 2 but 
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but is alſo commogious for repacking and 
reſhipping the Fiſh for the Baltick, Germa- 
ny, and Flanders- And further, this Har- 
bour, with proper Improvements, might be 
a good Staple for the Greenland Trade, and 
fave ſo far the Navigation of theſe Ships from 
and to London: Here they could man and 
victual their Ships, and manufacture their 
Oil and Whalebone much cheaper than at 
London, to which Place the clear Oyl, 
Whalebone and Spermacetæ, might be eaſily 
tranſported. This Harbour is already of 
great Benefit to Trade and Navigation, and 
if improved, might be much more ſo, as 
was certified ſome Vears ago by a Number 
of Merchants and Commanders of Ships, 
when a Collection was made for that Pur- 
poſe, with a View to ſave many Ships and 
Men's Lives. As it is ſo material a Place, 
and of ſuch Conſequence both to the Fiſh- 
ing, and to Trade and Navigation in general, 
I have annexed a Draught of it for your Ob- 
ſervation. 6 ts, . 


The next Staple ſouthwards. might be at 
Anſtruther, Leith, or Brunt-Jfland; but ra- 
ther the firſt, being at the Mouth of the 
Forth, where it is broad, and there have 
often been great Fiſhings there; alſo the 
People of ſeveral neighbouring Towns are 
good Fiſhers, and their Wives and Children 
R acquainted 


1211 
acquainted with making and mending 
Nets, &c. | 


Then as the Herrings wich ſouthward, we 
might have another Staple. at Newcaſtle, 
Hull, or Yarmouth ; but J think rather at 
Hull, becauſe, I think, it is more centrical ; 
and very probably in that deep Bay, from 
Flamborough-head to Cramer, Herrings may 
be in Plenty ; and as they have a great Trade 
to the Baltict, there would, be frequent Op- 
portunities of Shipping, at an eaſy Rate. 


We muſt now reſort, to the Highlands; 
and, as formerly mentioned, there are Her- 
rings at Loch- Rogue, and upon the Welt 
Coaſt of the Lewis Iſlands, ſo early as the 
Month of June, though but lately diſco- 
vered, and little frequented: Alſo Plenty of 
Cod and Ling, in the ſame Seaſons as about 
the Iſlands of Zetland; fo, that in. like Man- 
ner Buſſes may fiſh there, and in the Open- 
ing between Bara and Ireland, firſt for the 
one, and then for the other. The beſt 
Place for a Staple would be at Stornway, in 
one of the Lewzs Iflands, which: is a gaad 
Harbour, and there are many good Hauds ; 
alſo it lies open to the Minch, a. Sea above 
ſixty Miles over to the main Land of, Scot- 
land, to the Southward of which lies the Ifle 
of Sky, almoſt quite a-croſs, and to the 

| North 


[==]. 
North it is open for the Fiſh to come in; 
and often in the Autumn there are very great 
Herring-Fiſhings in the Lochs upon the 
Side of the Lewis, and Ifle of Sey, and 
main Land; ſo that Stornway would be very 
centrical for all Manner of Stores, 


For the Clyde-Fiſhing, and for ſhipping of 
Cod, Ling and Herrings, to the Southern 
and WeBt-India Markets, Air, Cambleton, 
or Lamaſh, in the Iſland of Aran, might be 

proper Places for a Staple-; but rather the 

buff, there being often great Herring and 
Cod-Fiſbings in that Bay and, Coaſt : Alſo 
it being a Town of good Trade, Ships may 
"my be had ready for any Voyage, 


Having mentioned the Iſland of Aran, I 
muſt, acquaint you, it is a large Ifland, above 
twenty, Miles long, very improveable, and 
well ſituated for Fiſhing. I have been told 
that Capt. Walker, late Commodore of the 
Royal-Family Privateers, in which Station 
he behaved with uncommon Conduct and 
Bravery, is about taking a long Leaſe of 
that Iſland, for himſelf and ſome other 
Gentlemen, in order to improve it for the 
' Fiſhery : 'A moſt laudable Example of truc 
Patriotiſm ! firſt boldly to wage War with 
the Enemies of his Country, and then to 


employ the Reward of his Dangers and Toils 
in 


C 23] 
in improving the ſame at Home. As to the 
Herrings that ſwim through the Iriſh Chan- 
nel, there may be a_ Staple at Ihitebaven or 
Liverpool, the Herrings coming often that 
Way, and both being Places of great Trade, 
and affording Opportunities of ſhipping for 
the Southern and Ve eft-India Markets. 


I remember to haye ſeen great Herring - 
Fiſhings at Waterford in Ireland ; and when 
the Buſſes fiſh in the early Seaſon between 
Bara Iſlands. and Ireland, Londonderry or 
Colerain might be proper Places for a Staple ; 
and it is probable, that there are early Her- 
rings on the North-weſt and Weſt Coaſt of 
_ Treland, which might be tried, and all in- 
cluded in the ſame general Company. Tam 
ſurprized, that the Parliament and.People of 
that Kingdom, who are ſo very induſtrious 
in promoting the public Good, (witneſs the 
Bounties and Premiums on their Linnen 
Manufacture, Tillage, and ſundry other Ar- 
ticles of Induſtry) ſhould be 0 extremely 
remiſs in the Fiſhery ; but I have heard it 
ſaid, that if all the natural Advantages. of 
that Country were to be ſuitably encouraged, 
it wou'd ſoon be too rich. 


Now 1 am upon the Subje of Treland, 
I cannot help mentioning one Mr. Boyd, a 
very ingenious Gentleman, who lived at 
4 |  Balh- 
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Balh- Caſtle, and was employed in making a 
Harbour R Tor which | be had received 
from the Parliament Thirty thquſand Pounds, 
at ths e This was indeed 

a nit difficult Taſk, on Account of ſmall 
Flowings and a rapid Tide betwixt Bally- 
Caſtle and the Ifland of Rachlin. I came 
to ſee this Gentleman, and the Works he 
was conducting, and the famous Giant's 
Cauſway in the Neighbourhood; and in my 
Way I viſited the Ille of Jona, or Yeolonkzl!, 
on KS Back of the Iſland of Mull, remark- 
able for an old Monaſtery and St. Ourane's 
Church, the Barying-ghace of eight Norwe- 
gran. Kings, forty-eight Kings of Scotand, 
and four of Ireland, and many Perſons of 
Diſtinction: Alſo J paſſed near the dread- 
| ful Gulf. of Corybrechan, lying between the 

Iſlands of Jura and Sorta and though it 
was then a fine Day, and quige calm, yet 
the Gulf roar'd as in a Storm, which was 


o 
1 


* 


frightfully pretty, ang raiſed nj Carioſity to 
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flay upon the Ifland of Scare all Night: 
I went to the Point of Land next the Gulf, 
and got a Dich of very fine Fiſh, whole 
Names and Kinds were till then unknown 
to me. 


a: cannot help | obſcrying, that a common 
Fiſhery may be a great Means of cementing 
and ſtrengthening the Union of the three 
| | King- 
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Kingdoms. Such a general Intercourſe with 
one another to the remoteſt Parts, added to 
the Connection of their Concerns and Inte- 
reſts, and the Proſperity from thence diffuſ- 
ing itſelf throughout de eee by 
Degrees extinguiſh thoſe unjuſt Antſpathies 
that too much prevail, We are all govern'd 
by the ſame Sovereign, and by fimilar Laws, 
and when our Intereſts are common, our Af- 
fections will be fo : Alfo this would be the 
beſt School for teaching the Highlanders the 
Engliſh Language, as well as Induſtry, In 
ſuch a Situation, what Powers would pre- 
ſome to invade or diſturb us? Theſe little 
Digreſſions you'll be fo good as to excuſe, 
my Heart being warmed with the Senti- 
ments by which they are ſuggeſted, _*_ 


In the Manner above-mentioned, the Buſ- 
ſes might be fully employed from the Mid- 
dle of January until the Middle of Septem- 
ber, in Fiſhing, and ſome of them later in 
the Minch and Lochs: Then fome of them 
might load Herrings in October for the Bal- 
tick, and return with Barrel-Staves, Clap- 
boards, and other Neceſſaries for the Fiſh- 
ing; others might carry Herrings to Ham- 
burgh, Flanders, France, and Portugal, and 
return with Salt, &c. and ſome of them 
may winter at Home, to mend Nets, and 
prepare for the next Year's Expedition; ſo 

72 E that 
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that there may be Employment for them 
the whole Year round. 


The making the Buſſes of a proper Mo- 
del, with the Diviſions in the Hold, and the 
Nets, their Dimenſions; Booms, and Manner 
of fitting them, . being alſo material, I have 
given you a Draught of them, as they have 
been uſed by all the Dutch, and the few 
Britiſh that have attempted this Trade ; and 
this may be ſome Direction for the Frame 
of thoſe that ſhall be built and fitted out 
upon this Occaſion, - 


Theſe Buſſes, when they are fitted for the 
Cod-fiſhing, muſt have a Drove-Sail, which 
is a ſquare Sail at the Bow of the Veſſel, 
and is under Water, -by which they will ride 
or drive very ſlow ly | 


What, I have hitherto ſaid concerns 
chiefly the Method of executing a Fiſhery ; 
I ſhall take the Liberty in the next Place 
to touch upon ſome Points which may be 
. of uſe in forming a Plan for its Encourage- 

ment, I ſhall begin with a particular Ac- 
count or Computation of the Duties and 
Exciſes payable upon the different Materials 
for building and fitting out a Buſs of fifty 
Laſt Burden for the Herring-Fiſhing. 


| 
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26: Load Timbers of dif- 
terent Dimenſions; - 21t 7 7 
21 Ditto Oak Plank (] 261-1407 + 
40 Pieces of Tepriach Of tad! 
thick, 30 Foot long, oni datt 
ſpruce Deals.-..{; ir, 142611 2-198 : 7 
60 Pieces Norway Deals oo 14 34 
3 Trees ſor Malt, Boltſprit, N. A 
and Main- yard au h 
Maſts) _—_— 00 2 164 
4 Thouſand Trials — 00 1 


[ 
1 Tun SwediſhIron - - 2 8 5 
4 Barrels Pitch and Ta- oo 3 7 
12+ Tuns Hemp for Cor- 3. 
daage, and two Fleet-nets 39 17 11! 
32 Barrels Tar for ditto 1 8 (+ 
70 + -: 4 


on Three Months Proviſions and Stores, VIZ, 

35 Lib. Tobacco — 00 11 582 

3 Anchors or 30 Gallons 243,07 

Corn-Spirtt = , - | - oo. 17 © 

| 12 Hogtheads or 18 Barrels ir 

| Small-Beer J du 4 

8 Stone Candles - C00 10 
10 Buſhels Home-Salt for 

Beef, Pork, Butter, ** gd 3: 

Ship s Ule — 7 111 

| 3 E 2 10 Ch, 
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10- Ct. Barrel-Staves for 
Heads to 50 Laſt, Barrels co. ᷣ 9 62 
124 Ct. ſmall Staves for 5 
Laſt ditto _.__ - 19 
300 Buſhels foreign Salt for IE 
25 Laſt Herrings - 1 18 6 
375 Ditto Home Salt, Eng- 
75 Duty, for 25 ditto - 62 10 o 


— 


2 . 


Total Duties upon one Buſs 
built and fitted out for 
Herring- Fiſhing - - «150 2 


Whereof appears to be an- 
nual for 3 Months Pro- 
viſions and Stores = 74 3 9 

To which miſt be added | 
annually for Repairs of 
Nets and Buſs, the Du- 
ties upon the Materials 

Total annual Duties upon a — 
Herring-Buſs after the | 
ff Tear” - =: A 
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T ſhall afterwards have Occaſion to make 
uſe of the Amount of theſe Duties; mean 
While you'll obſerve that all the Articles are 
foreign, and brought from beyond Sea, 
cheaper than at Home, except Beer, Corn, 
Spirits, Candles, and Home-Salt, It will be 
neceſſary to give you an Account of the firſt 
Coſt of theſe Articles' abroad, as they have 
been this Year by my Advices. 


262 Load of 50 Foot Oak 
Timber from the Baltzch, 
Emden, Bremen, Ham- 
burgh and Norway, about | 
8d. per Cubic Foot 
21 Dito Oak Plank, 2 Inch * 3,18 
thick and 24 Foot long, 
from Dantzicb, at about 
F 120 a F 240 Poliſh 
Gilders per Shock of 60 
Pieces, is 262 Plank 
Brack and Crown at an 


Average F 180 per Shock | 
Ex. 7.36 per. /. 0 . 6 
40 Pieces, 2 in 30 Foot 
Spruce Deals, at about 
# 110 per Shock, as a- _. 
bove V' 0-20 8 
60 Ditto 
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60 Ditto Norway Deals; at 


3 


10 Rix-Dollars per Hun- 


dred, Ex. 4 5. per R. D. 


1 Small Maſt, 16 Inch 60 


; 1 0 
5 


Foot, 15 Rix-Dollars - = 3 0 


2 ess for Bowm and 


Yard, at 7 Rix-Dollars 


each in Norway '- < 


4 Thouſand Trenails, at a- 
bout 8d. per Head. in ditto 
1 Tun Iron of Stockholm, - © 


at 53 Cepr. Dollars per 


Ship Pound, 7 Ship | 
Pound to the Tun, at 
64. per Cepr. Dollar, 


12+ Tuns Hemp for. Cor- 
dage, and 2 flat Nets, 
at Peterburg 9 Rubels 


per Berquit, or 360 J. 
Engliſb, is 777 Berquit 


-Rubels at 4s. 3d. 
36 Barrels Tar, in Norway 
2 Rix-Dollars per Laſt, 


EX. 45. . 


25 Lib. Tobacco in Pirgi- 1880 


nia at 144. per Ib. 
10 Ct. Hamburgh Barrel- 


Stave, for Heads to 0 


2 16 
x 8 
9 5 
148 15 
19 5 16 1 
5 | 


000 2 ah 


Laſt Barrels; at Ham. 
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burgh they coſt 


Marks Lubs Currt. 19% {, 


Mill at 1 5d. — 
124 Ct. 
Staves for 


bout f 60 Poliſb per 
great Hundred of 48 


Shock is 5 f. Ct. ze 


4 11. 


zoo Buſhels great Salt from 


France, Portugal, 

Spain, or the lands in in 
the Mediterranean, at an 
Avarage reckon 5d. per 


Buſhel - hk, +56: 


To which add 10 per cent 


Dantzick/\ ſmall 
50 Laſt Bar- 
rels; they coſt there a- 


for * 5580 = 31 


4 


I muſt beg Leave to ob- 
ſerve here, that the Duties 
appear to be exceſſive high. 
But to proceed : 
a Buſs built and fitted out 


J. J. d. 
. 7 10 0 
nen 
& ( : 
6 5 © 
317 1 78 
14 15 
348 15 9 


kat 


Suppoſe / 


with 
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with two Fle& of Nets, 
Proviſions, and all Neceſſa- 
ries for the Herring-Fiſh- 
ing, ſhould coſt about 1400 oo oo 
Paid for foreign Materials * I 's 9 


„ 


— — 


Remains for Freights, Ma- 
nufacturing, Duties, and 
Provitions, &c., - - 1051 4 3. 


— — 


— . 3 1 — 


The annual foreign Charge. 

for Tobacco, Staves for 

Barrels and great Salt, as 

above 34 11 
Alſo Materials for ring 

Buſs and Nets - = 


Total Annual Charge to 
Foreigners, after the firſt 
K 


1 
| 


By this Eſtimate it appears, that the an- 
*. Diſburſe for foreign Materials will not 
exceed a ſmall Sum indeed, which the 
Value of a few Laſts of Herrings would 
repay to us as a Nation; and all other 
nn. in Manufactures and n 

whic 
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which muſt be conſiderable, wou'd, ſo far 
as they are reimburſed, be ſo much clear 
Gain; or, in other Words, an Addition of 
Wealth to the Nation in general; beſides | 
the Nen Profits that may be expected from 


the Returns, when ſucceſsful. 

But tho' the Nation muſt be Gainer at 
all Events, yet, confidering the various pub- 
lick Taxes,' to which all the Materials are 
liable, it is poſſible the Adventurers may be 
' Loſers, which occaſions the Neceſſity of their 
being indemnified by the Public. 


You ſee, by the Eſtimate laid before you, 
that the Revenue would receive, for every 
Herring- Buſs of 50 Laſt Burden, an Ad- 
dition of above . 150 Ster. the firſt Year, 
and of near C. 100 Ster. every ſucceeding «+ 
Year ; beſides which, the employing theſe 
Buſſes in the Cod, Ling and Tuſk-Fiſhing, 
will occafion the Conſumption of more Ma- 
terials, and ſo increaſe the Revenue, as well 
as the Riches of the Nation: What is there 
then to hinder your being liberal, to encou- 
rage this laudable Undertaking ? 


And with that View, I ſhall beg to 


ſubmit the following Suggeſtions” to your 
Confideration, vi. N 


F That 
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That the ſmall Fund already deſtined 
for improving the Fiſhery in Scotland, 
under the Direction of his Majeſty and 
T ruſiees, . ſhould remain for the Encou- 
ragement of the Coaſt and Boat-Fiſhings 
there; as alſo, which I ſuppoſe was always 
meant, that the Bounties at preſent ſubſiſting 
upon the A 6 of Pac, ſhould till 


continue. 


Then. as to the grand Fiſhing With Buſſes 
in deep Water, for Herrings and Cod, &c. 
we have heard that in former Times, the 
King, Nobility and Gentry, as well as the 
Merchants and Traders, did aſſociate them- 
ſelves into a Company, for promoting and 
carrying on the Fiſheries : J hope the Spirit 
of true Patriotiſm is no leſs prevalent now, 
than it was in the Times I allude to. If 
that is the Caſe, and that all can be in- 
duced to be concerned in a joint Stock, as, 
indeed, the whole Nation is concerned in its 
Succels, 1 humbly apprehend it, will be an 
caly Matter to eſtabliſh ſuch a Company 
upon a good and equitable Foundation, and 
to indemnify the Adventurers from Loks, 
which i is — 4 reaſonable, 5 


"The. Public may give 4 fer Cert. on the 
Cohal imployed in the Fiſheries, which 4 
thin 
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think much too little to ballance the Duties 
upon all the Materials, as'may appear by 
the Abſtract; however, the Legillature may 
make fuch additional Allowance for a Pre- 
mium, as they ſhall judge proper; and as 
regular and fair Accounts Hove be made 
and reported annually to Parliament, what- 
ever Loſs ſhall fairly appear to have been in- 
curred, may be made good by Parliament; 
and in Caſe of Profit, exceeding the Intereſt 
of only 3 per Cent. upon the Capital, over 
and above the Premium received, that then, 
and in that Caſe, the Company ſhould re- 
pay to the Public, the 4 per Cent. or what- 
ever Bounty the Company had received; ſo 
as that the Company ſhall receive no Pre- 
mium, in Caſe their Profits exceed 3 per 
Cent. upon the Capital. e 

This will appear the more reaſonable when 
you conſider, that without a previous Bar- 
gain or Stipulation, if the Company, not- 
withſtanding all their Endeavours, ſhould 
ſuffer a Loſs, and make their Application 
to Parliament for Redreſs, an Indemnifi- 
cation might be expected from their uſual 
Equity and good Faith. But what is here 
propoſed is much more favourable to the 
Public, for in Caſe of the Company's mak- 
ing 3 per Cent. Profit upon their Capital, 
which may be expected, and much more 

* F 2 after 
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after ſome Time's Experience, then the 


Public is to give no Premium, and will yet 


enjoy all the additional Duties be den | 
by the Fiſhery. 


By this Way, the Government becomes a 
Sort of Partner with the Company, and I 
hope properly; for tho“ the Government 
may run ſome Riſque of the Profit and Loſs, 
yet the Country muſt be Gainer in any 
Event, and this is a ſure Method of ani- 
mating Adventurers, - v/Z. to be indemnified 
from Loſs, and to have 3 per Cent. Intereſt 
for tbeir Money at all Events, and alſo 
to have a Chance of Profit, without reck- 
oning the immenſe Advantage which will 
redound to the whole Kingdom in general. 


I ſhalt only. add, that tho' this extenſive 
Trade 8 in my Opinion, be carried 
on to Advantage, but by a Company; yet 
as ſome are Enemies to Companies, and may 
not chuſe to become Adventurers in that 
Way, it may be proper to chalk out ſome 
Means for their Encouragement, in ſuch 
Sort as to avoid Perplexity and Confuſion. 
It has been before obſerved, that proper 
Places or Staples muſt be appointed for Set- 
tlements, Warehouſes and Stores, and for 
repacking and reſhipping. to foreign Mar- 
kes; there muſt be Officers to ſee theſe 

Things 


. 
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Things executed, and the whole muſt be. 
conducted under fit By-Laws and Regula- 
tions: Now tis obvious that this cannot be 
done without the Power and united Strength 
of a Company, which might, in a ſhort 
Time, have a ſufficient Fleet of Buſſes, 
and accompliſh all thoſe Works and Settle- 
ments, and be furniſhed with all Stores and 
Materials preparatory to the executive Part. 


Beſides, when a new Branch of Trade is 
left to private Undertakers, it is not certain, 
that any Encouragement they may receive 
from the Public will induce them to ſet 
about a Trade, they may not be throughly 
acquainted with; few People chuſe to be the 
firſt on ſuch Occaſions,” but lie by till they 
ſee the Effects of Experiments made by o- 
thers; and by this Means, vaſt national 
Benefits. may be loſt and forgotten: Of this 
we have a recent Inſtance, in the Greenland 
Fiſhery, Which hath been ſo amply encou- 
raged by Patliament; and yet, to my great 
Surprize, I do not hear of any Preparation 
for carrying on that Trade, with a Spirit 
ſuitable to its Importance. | 


However, as it could be wiſh'd that the 
Heiring- and Cod Fiſhery - was rendered as 
univerſal as poſſible, and that none might 
have Reaſon to complain, I would N 

that 


381 
that every Britiſb Subject ſhould be at Li- 
berty to follow it under their own Manage- 
ment, but ſubject to the Laws and Regula- 
tions to be preſeribed by the Company, and 
ſhould be entitled to a proportionable Part of 
the Incouragement to be given by Parliament, 
paying a reaſonable Part to the Company for 
their Chargesof Settlements and Management, 
and of which thoſe private Adventurers 
will have the Benefit, I do not apprehend 
there is Room to fear, that this would ex- 
tend the Trade too far, or that the public 
Encouragement would amount or ſwell to 
too great a Sum; for tho there ſhould be 
many private Adventuters beſides the Com- 
pany, the Field is large, and when the Fiſh 
are rendered cheap by being plenty, the 
Conſumption would greatly” inereaſe both 
at home and abroad; and, as has been be- 
fore mentioned, the more Fiſhing-Buſſes and 
Veſſels there are, thie greater will be the In- 
creaſe of the Revenue, by the Duties, &c. 
upon the Materials, even beyond the Boun- 
ties expected from the Public; not to inſiſt 
on the Increaſe of 8eamen and of the Riches 
of the Nation, which every one may eaſily 
rn ien 


But to avoid the Difficulty of afcertain- 
ing the exact Profit and Loſs, which muſt 
depend upon à Variety of Calculations, it is 

wt humbly 


& 4 | 
humbly ſubmitted that the ſame Kind of 


- -» Encouragement be eg, by the Legiſla- 


ture, to the Herring (by the Dutch | 
term'd the great) F 9 which hath been 
already extended to the Whale -F iſhery, 
which the Dutch call the ſmall Fiſhery; viz. 
a Bounty of 40 rk 1 Ton on uns 
Ship's Burden. 


This Bounty might 1 auen the 
deſired End, tho' the Out- fit of a Herring- 
Buſs with her annual Repairs, is much 
greater, in Proportion to the Burthen, than 
that of a Greenland Ship. And the Public 
would be no Loſer, as the Duties on the Ma- 
terials, Sc. according to the above Eſtimate, 
would exceed the Premium, and be paid 
about a Veer ſooner, 

As you. are well acquainted 1 this 
Subject, it would be unneceſſary for me to 
enlarge upon it, or to give any Hints of the 
proper Cheques and Methods of right go- 
verning ſuch a Company; of theſe you are a 
better Judge; only as I have got, with ſome. 
Induſtry, Copies of the moſt material of the 
Dutch Placats, Ordinances and ſecret Orders 
concerning the F iſhing and curing of Her- 
rings, to which their Skippers {wear Obedi- 
ence and Secrecy, you ſhall be very, welcome 
to the Peruſal of them at your Pleaſure. 
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FP. S. Since writing che above, I have had 
Occafion to convefſe with an old Friend, a 
very ingenious Gentleman, concerning a Spe- 
culation I have long thought of, for fiſhing 
Herrings in a new Way, which I was un- 
willing to broach without ſome previous Ap- 
probation, which having got from my in- 


genious Friend, I _ſhal} venture to com- 


municate the ſame to you. 


You will remember I have taken Notice, 


that in the Hzghlands, there are early and 


late Herring-Fiſhings, in Lochs, which are 
Inlets of the Sea, twenty and thirty Miles in 
Length; ſome of them are narrow at cer- 
tain Places, and then ſpread wider again, 
ſuch as Loch-Sunart, which is above twenty 
four Miles in Length, where .I have been 


from one End to the other ; near the Mouth 


of it lies an Iſland, by which it makes two 
Paſſages, neither of them above twenty Fa- 
thoms broad; and afterwards it is. twenty 
Miles long and above one Mile broad in ſe- 
veral Places ; but ſuppoſing it was two or 
three Miles broad, a Buſſc's Buſh-Rope, to 
which the Nets are made faſt, ſtretches 
eight hundred Fathome, being almoſt one 
Mile; the Herring ſeldom ſwim deep, and 
the Nets may be raiſed or lowered at Plea- 


{ure ; what then ſhould hinder us, when the 


Herrings 


"5 
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Herrings come into any of thoſe 1 \ from © 


ſhottiog them in with ſome of the Bufſcs 
Nets; and as the Nets that keep them in, 
may probably be full of Herrings, and apt to 
break if ig in the Water, it would be eaſy 
to ſbut another Door of Nets ard ſo take 
up the firſt, and repeat the ſame Experiment 
every Day; this, together with the Boats in 
the 5 might catch immenſe Quantitiee, 
as may be more eaſily imagined than told. I 
Tüll. think it very practicable, and worth a. 


Trial. 


Beis lately i in 22 on the Sea- coaſt, in 
my Way to Town, I obſerved a great Num- 
ber of - Dutch Veſſels fiſhing in cloſe with the 
Shore; and at Southwold the 14th of No- 
vember, I had the following Information 
from the Merchants and Traders there, at- 
teſted by Mt. Thomas Gardner, Comptroller 
of the Caſtors and Aſſiſtant-Searcher of the 


£ 


Fiſheries 3 viz. that the Dutch Fiſhermen 


come from off Yarmouth about M:chaelmaſs 
to this Coaſt, and to the Southward, to the 
Number of about one hundred Sail, twenty 
to twenty fiveTuns Burden each ; ; they ſtrike 
their Maſts and fiſh for - Herring cloſe in 
Shore; by which Means they hinder the 


Fiſhers of this Place and along the Shore, 
from exerciſing their Trade of fiſhing, by 


Ty all the Grounds ; alſo when the : 4 
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Pi. S. Since writing che above, T have had 
Occafion to convefſe with an old Friend, a 
very ingenious Gentleman, concerning a Spe- 
culation I have long thought . of, for fiſhing 
Herrings in a new Way, which I was un- 
willing to broach without ſome previous Ap- 
probation, which having got from my in- 
genious Friend, I _ſhal} venture to com- 
municate the ſame to you. 


You will remember I have taken Notice, 
that in the Highlands, there: are early and 
late Herring-Fiſhings, in Lochs, which are 
Inlets of the Sea, twenty and thirty Miles in 
Length; ſome of them are narrow at cer- 
tain Places, and then ſpread wider again, 
ſuch as Loch-Sunart, which is above twenty 
four Miles in Length, where I have been 
from one End to the other ; near the Mouth 
of it lies an Iſland, by which it makes two 
Paſſages, neither of them above twenty Fa- 
thoms broad; and afterwards it is twenty 
Miles long and above one Mile broad in ſe- 
veral Places; but ſuppoſing it was two or 
three Miles broad, a Buſſe's Buſh-Rope, to 
which the Nets are made faſt, ſtretches 
eight hundred Fathome, being almoſt one 
Mile; the Herring ſeldom ſwim deep, and 
the Nets may be raiſed or lowered at Plea- 
ſure ; what then ſhould hinder us, when the 
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452 them in with ſome of the Buffs 
Nets; and as the Nets that keep them in, 
may probably be full of Herrings, and apt to 
break if — 4 in the Water, it would he ea j 
to ſhut another Door of Nets ard ſo take 
up the firſt, and repeat the ſame Experiment | 
every Day; this, together with the Boats in 
the Loch, might catch immenſe Quantities, 
as may be more eaſily imagined than told. I 
Tl. think i it very practicable, and worth a. 


Trial. | 


"nas df; in ga ll on the Sea. coaſt, in 
my Way to Town, I obſerved a great Num- 
ber of - Dutch Veſſels fiſhing in cloſe with the 
Shore; and at Southwold the 14th of No- 
vember, 1 had the following tnforritdos 
from the Merchants and Traders there, at- 
teſted by Mt. Thomas Garaner, Comptroller | 
of the Cuſtoms and Afiſtant-Searcher of the 
Fiſheries 3 viz. that the Dutch Fiſhermen 
come from off Yzrmouth about Michaelmaſs 
to this Coaſt, and to the Southward, to the 
Number of about one hundred Sail, twenty 
to twenty fiveTuns Burden each ; ; they ſtrike 
their Maſts and fiſh for - Herrin s cloſe in 
Shore; by which Means they Finder the 
Fiſhers of this Place and along the Shore, 
from exerciſing their Trade of fiſhing, b 
* all the Grounds; alſo when the bk. 
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Boats of this Place go out to Cod and other 
Fiſhing, the Dutch Veſſels interrupt them 


by driving over their Bowies and Lines, 
which obliges them to hawl the Lines before 


the Time, that they may not be loſt. 


Likewiſe theſe Dutch Veſſels bring with 
them from Holland, Brandy, Teas, and o- 
ther Dutch Goods, which they ſell to Coaliers 
and other Ships, paſſing that Way in great 
Numbers every Day ; alſo they come Freely 
into. our Harbours, and often hawl their 
Veſſels on Shore upon the Beaches, and may 
ſell Quantities of Dutch Goods to the Coun- 
try- People. " 


I need. not make any Animadverſion on 
this Article, the Truth of which can be at- 
teſted by many Hundreds of Perſons; but 
upon the whole you may ſee how neceſſary 
it is, ſpeedily to apply. proper Remedies for 
ſo many and great Evils, which we are the 
more ſanguine to hope, as his Majeſty has 


now again, in his moſt gracious Speech at 


the Opening of this Seſſion of Parliament, 
ſo ſtrongly recommended the maintaining of 
our Navy, and Improyement of Trade in all 
its Branche. e ee 
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Explanation of th LETTERS forthe 


| Herring-Net. 


A AAA Are the four Pieces of which the 


BB 


ger 


EE 


Net conſiſts, each of them being 
18 Fathom long upon the Lint or 
Line, and 80 Maſh deep. 


Is the Head Balk of the Net, be- 


ing two ſmall Lines about the 
Thickneſs of a Quil, to which each 
Maſh at the End of the Net is 
laced with threeply Twine. 

Is the upper Edge or two Maſhes 
of the Net, being a Line full twice 


' as big as a Quil, to which each 


Maſh of the upper Edge of the 
Net is laced with the like Twine. 
Are the Oſſels, being ſmall Lines 


made on Purpoſe, each 18 Inches 


long; they are fixed to twoMaſhes 

at one End, by an Eye, and to the 

Spier- rope by the other Ed. 
Is the Spier- rope, being a four 


Strand Cable laid Rope, two Inches 


in Circumference; each Net muſt 


have a Spier-rope 15 Fathoms long. 
Fry 


Are the Corks, each of which 
muſt be q or 10 Inches long, and 
from . 5 to 6 Inches broad, of the 
thickeſt Cork can be got. 
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bre £2 b he La a four 
Strand Cable. 1 1 es 2 4 Inches 
| in Circumfefence, each Net muſt 
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#1 tot bare e Engine. 7 Fathoms OR 
| 1 1s the, Buſh - Rope, 15 a 
3 2 12 dv aud Cable laid Rope, being from 
5 to 5 Inches in Circumference, 
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_ 'F; . The hind Balks of the Nets when 
tel for Service, are join together with 
=; - thort Pieces of L wine, each Joining 
| | Td about two, Feet below the other; 
the Oſſels are about a Foot from each 

5 "other, and the Corks (Which muſt be 
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